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Nine of the sixteen GCF member states and provinces attended the 17th Conference of the Parties to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in Durban, South Africa (COP 17) and participated in a
dozen side events during the eleven-day conference. The side events provided excellent opportunities
for sharing the progress of the GCF and its individual members and promoting the GCF’s core objective
of reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation in tropical forest jurisdictions by supporting
realistic pathways to forest maintaining rural development at the subnational level. GCF members also
participated in the full Forest Day 5 line-up and connected with fellow members during a GCF-hosted
dinner.

On November 30th, GCF delegate Monica Julissa (Acre) and Country Coordinator in Brazil, Mariana Pavan
(Idesam) participated in the IPAM-sponsored side event REDD+ in Brazil: The Participation of SubNational Governments in the Implementation of REDD Policies. Mariana provided a history of the GCF,
an overview of its objectives and Task Groups
(including the 2011 establishment of the GCF
Fund), and a summary of the GCF Brazilian
members’ activities and achievements.
Monica provided details on the cutting edge
REDD policies adopted and underway in Acre,
including the System of Incentives for
Environmental Services (SISA) and its
Ecological Economic and Zoning Plan. Monica also presented in Ecuador/Conservation International side
event earlier in the day, Addressing REDD+ Social Environmental Safeguards: Experiences Using REDD+

SES and Other Mechanisms, where she shared Acre’s experience using the REDD+ SES to assess the
social and environmental quality of the design phase and early implementation of the SISA.
Head of Cross River (Nigeria) Forestry Commission and GCF representative Odigha Odigha participated
in the African Pavilion session Increasing Awareness of REDD+ Governance in Africa where he discussed
Cross River’s experience in advancing their conservation and REDD+ initiative at the subnational level.
Odigha emphasized the importance of garnering political support at both the state and national levels as
well as participating in the GCF to learn about best practices from other member states and provinces.
Mariana Pavan wrapped up the day representing the “supply side” perspective at a panel on Effective
Trading Systems to Facilitate Linking and Complement Multilateral Actions: A Discussion of National and
State Government Trading Scheme Details and their Potential to be Linked. Panelists discussed the
challenge of linking with jurisdictions that have less ambitious targets and the pros and cons of bottomup versus top-down market development, with most agreeing that bottom-up approaches will produce
a more sustainable market as politically-driven decisions will be less of a factor. Supply side jurisdictions
continue to wait for signals from the demand side as they form their REDD+ programs and noted that
there remain few efforts to develop subnational systems that would recognize REDD+ credits in
“demand side” states and countries.
On December 3, Governor Teras Narang of GCF member
province Central Kalimantan hosted an event at the
Indonesia Pavilion, which highlighted Central
Kalimantan’s development of a Provincial Low Carbon
Growth Strategy. Central Kalimantan has increasingly
been in the spotlight since December 2010 when it was
selected as the REDD+ pilot province under Indonesia’s
REDD+ partnership with Norway. The session focused
on expectations for the partnership, the province’s role
as the pilot province, and the status of its province-wide
REDD+ strategy, required by the terms of the agreement with Norway.
On Sunday December 5, the mid-way point of the conference and a day without negotiations and official
side events, international forestry experts and delegates gathered at CIFOR’s Forest Day 5. The GCF
welcomed attendees at its booth and Country Coordinators Mariana
Pavan (Idesam) and Avi Mahaningtyas (Kemitraan) led an Issues
Marketplace Theme 1 discussion (How is REDD+ Unfolding on the
Ground? An Exploration of the Social, Political and Biophysical
Issues). GCF representative and Forestry Commission Chair Odigha
Odigha (Cross River) spoke on the Global Updates on Forests and
Climate Change panel, sharing his experiences from Cross River and
highlighting the importance of aggregating individual action to
generate significant change. Odigha was also part of a group of GCF
delegates and REDD+ leaders interviewed at the GCF Media Briefing
at Forest Day, which included California Air Resources Board Chairman Mary Nichols, Secretary of

Government Fabio Vaz (Acre), and Ana Euler (Amapá). The Media Briefing highlighted REDD+ program
developments in Acre, Amapá, and Cross River and California’s cap-and-trade program, where
regulators and experts continue to define the rules for how offsets will be recognized and accepted.
Finally, Secretary of Environment Eufran Amaral (Acre) delivered the keynote address at the Financing
opportunities and issues for mitigation and adaptation with a focus on the private sector discussion
forum. Secretary Amaral summarized Acre’s state policy against deforestation that began as a
movement within the community and touched on lessons learned including the importance of
integrating sustainable production with a REDD+ policy to address the opportunity costs of foregoing
non-sustainable land-use activities. He concluded with a call to the private sector to establish additional
voluntary systems for reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

Following Forest Day, GCF members reunited over a South African dinner on the Indian Ocean to share
updates since their previous meeting at the GCF 2011 Annual Meeting in Palangka Raya, Indonesia and
discuss future GCF initiatives.

On December 6th, events picked up again at the International
Convention Centre with GCF Country Coordinator Avi
Mahaningtyas’ (Kemitraan) participated on a panel at the
Indonesian Pavilion addressing REDD+ and provincial low carbon
development in Indonesia. Avi provided an update on GCF
activities, the GCF Knowledge Database due to launch in early
2012, and updates on individual member province efforts.
Toward the end of the conference, GCF delegate João Talocchi of
Amazonas (pictured on the right) attended the International Emissions
Trading Association (IETA) forum, Nested REDD goes Global: Nations &
States are preparing to scale up REDD and knit projects into jurisdictionwide frameworks. The forum created an opportunity for participants to
consider the design of integrated REDD frameworks and how they can be
implemented in a world without an international agreement. João

provided insight into Amazonas’ efforts to reduce deforestation and poverty through initiatives aimed at
establishing a sustainable forest economy. One of the state’s initiatives is a proposed law on
environmental services, which is currently undergoing public review and consultation. Amazonas has
also joined with 9 other Amazon states in Brazil (5 of which are GCF members) to create an
environmental forum for state secretaries of environment in the region to coordinate efforts. Mariano
Cenamo (Idesam, pictured on the left) offered his perspective on why it is so important to integrate
subnational systems into national schemes, talking briefly about the technical and political challenges
necessary to realize this integration.
On the final day of the conference, GCF delegate Elaine Corsini
(Mato Grosso) participated in the Instituto Centro de Vida (ICV)
side event Making REDD Happen on the Ground: Reducing
Deforestation at Jurisdictional Scale in Brazil. She shared strategies
used in Mato Grosso to successfully reduce its deforestation rate,
including a state action plan for preventing and controlling
deforestation and burning and a Legal MT Program, which is
working to promote the regularization of land tenure and
environmental compliance of rural properties in Mato Grosso.
In conclusion, the GCF member states and provinces continue to lead the effort to develop REDD+ and
low-emissions rural development programs at the subnational level that are influencing national policy
and informing international forums. At COP-17, the GCF delegates generated new interest in their work
and strengthened relationships with international delegates, subnational governments, and stakeholder
groups.

