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About GCF 

• A unique subnational collaboration between 16 
jurisdictions from Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Peru and the U.S. working to protect 
tropical forests, design and implement REDD+ 
programs and promote realistic pathways to forest-
maintaining rural development. 



GCF Subnational Jurisdictions Encompass More 
Than 20% of the World’s Tropical Forests 

Governors’ Climate and Forests Task Force
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The Governors’ Climate & Forests Task 

Force (GCF) is a unique subnational 

collaboration between 16 states and 

provinces from 6 countries working 

to protect tropical forests, reduce 

emissions from deforestation and forest 

degradation, and promote realistic 

pathways to forest-maintaining rural 

development. 

The GCF’s members encompass more than 20% of the 

world’s tropical forests, including approximately 75% 

of Brazil’s and more than half of Indonesia’s tropical 

forests. 

The GCF grew out of the November 2008 Governors’ 

Global Climate Summit in California, where Governors 

from the U.S., Brazil, and Indonesia signed Memoranda 

of Understanding (MOUs) to facilitate cooperation on 

climate policy, financing, technology exchange, and 

research, with an initial focus on reducing tropical 

deforestation.  Formally established in 2009 to 

implement the MOU provisions on deforestation, the 

GCF has expanded its membership and has emerged as 

a key focal point for global e orts to bring REDD+ into 

ongoing subnational, national, and international climate 

policy.  

Since its inception, the GCF has been working to 

establish the elements of high-quality, jurisdiction-

wide REDD+ programs and link them to emerging 

opportunities, from pay-for-performance public 

finance and carbon markets to the growing e ort to 

de-carbonize agro-food supply chains. Over the past 

BACKGROUND





GCF Members: Committed to Shared 
Advancement 

• GCF members share experiences, best-
practices and build each others capacity via: 
 

– 2 Technical and capacity building workshops per 
country, per year; and 

– Annual meeting for all members, leading experts 
and all interested stakeholders. 



TASK 3  
KNOWLEDGE 
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TASK 1 
SUBNATIONAL 

FRAMEWORKS FOR 
REDD+ 



Generating common platforms 
representing “state-of-the-
art” thinking on key elements 
and design options for 
subnational REDD+ 
frameworks 
 
- MRV 
- Reference levels 
- Safeguards 
- Drivers of deforestation 
- Others… 

Task 1 :: Subnational REDD+ Frameworks 



Task 2 :: GCF Fund 

COLLECTIVE NEEDS  
(all 14 GCF tropical forest states assisted) 
 

1) REDD+ program design and capacity 
based on common GCF Subnational 
REDD+ Platform developed by GCF 
members;  

2) Reference level development;  

3) Enhanced stakeholder processes; and 

4) Progress toward achieving IPCC Tier 2 
forest carbon assessments. 

PROOF-OF-CONCEPT ACTIVITIES  
(in Selected GCF States/Provinces)   
 

1) Model benefits-sharing 
arrangements; 

2) Development of subnational 
REDD+ registries; 

3) Technical improvements to 
measurement and monitoring 
(clouds and degradation); and 

4) Leveraging private investment. 

*Initial contribution of $1.5 million from the U.S. Department 

of State 



An open, web-based source of 
information from GCF members 
on current status and trends 
regarding land use and 
deforestation; forest carbon 
accounting efforts and 
methodologies; REDD 
implementation activities; and 
REDD related financial flows.  

 

Task 3 :: GCF Database 



• GCF Stakeholder Involvement Policy 

• GCF meetings, task groups, and other 
activities are open to all stakeholders 

• GCF annual Activities Report and 
Newsletter 

• GCF content is translated and made 
publicly available in timely manner at: 
www.gcftaskforce.org 

Task 4 :: Communications &  
Stakeholder Involvement 

http://www.gcftaskforce.org


New GCF Activities  

• Google Partnership: GCF has received a free license and 
technical support to Google’s innovative Earth Engine and 
Earth Builder to assist members in spatial planning and forest 
carbon mapping; 

• Carbon Registry for intersted members and whenever 
suitable: GCF is planning a common registry architecture that 
will allow GCF members to develop custom carbon registries 
for their jurisdictions; 

• Sustainable Supply Chains: GCF is linking sustainable supply 
chain efforts with jurisdictional REDD+ programs 



GCF Member Results  

• Building economies that are gradually increasing the 
value of standing forests through forest-dependent 
industries; 

• Enforce regulations on logging and forests conversion ; 

• Developing & adopting comprehensive state-level 
REDD+ programs; 

• Plans for prevention of forests fire and control 
deforestation  

 

 



Other Benefits of GCF Membership 

• GCF TF members have more knowledge on 
climate and forests governance, deforestaion 
and REDD+ development through sharing 
lessons and experiences 

• Active Engagement in national policy 
development in combating deforestation 

• Access to database and have informed 
stakeholders in reduction of GHG emission  

 



Goals for 2012 

• Building new REDD+ partnerships with 
developed country subnational jurisdictions for 
GCF members to address identified needs of 
states and provinces; and 
 

• Securing additional funds for the GCF Fund to 
provide technical assistance for REDD+ capacity 
building and proof-of-concept activities in 
tropical forest jurisdictions. 
 



Funders: 

Secretariat: 

Country Coordination:  



Thank you ! 
 

www.gcftaskforce.org 
www.idesam.org.br / www.kemitraan.or.id  
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