Summary of the GCF Meeting with European Subnational Entities in Support of REDD+
Barcelona, Spain – 14 February 2012
The Forest Sciences Center of Catalonia (CFTC), on February 14, 2012, hosted a meeting between
representatives of the Governors’ Climate and Forest Taskforce (GCF) and European entities
interested in supporting the creation of partnerships to achieve the common goal of forest
protection, forest management, and rural development in the context of REDD+ (Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and forest Degradation). The meeting offered a first opportunity for GCF
members and European subnational entities and organizations to have an exchange of information,
and to identify potential areas and pathways for collaboration. Participants to the meeting included:






Forest Sciences Center of Catalonia – including the President, Director, Director of
International Cooperation, and technical staff;
GCF representatives from Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico and Peru;
Representatives from France, Germany, Spain, and Belgium;
International associations such as the nrg4SD (Network of Regional Governments for
Sustainable Development) and the European Forest Institute; and
Climate Focus, as facilitator.

The meeting began with a welcome and introduction by Gloria Dominguez, Director of the CFTC. The
President of the CFTC, Josep Maria Pelegrí (also Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries, Food,
and the Natural Environment for the Government of Catalonia) also warmly welcomed the
participants, pledged support for the GCF, and hoped that areas of collaboration could be found
between the CFTC and GCF members.
Charlotte Streck (Climate Focus) then gave a brief update on the efforts of Climate Focus’ outreach
to entities in Europe. She offered a brief summary on the value of subnational REDD+ partnerships
and the types of partnerships that Climate Focus – after conducting extensive outreach to European
regions – believes can be created between GCF member states and provinces and European entities.
Initial discussions indicate that partnerships can focus on technical assistance, public-private
partnerships, support for REDD+ projects, or support for sustainable supplies of commodities (e.g.
certified timber or agricultural products) that reduce deforestation.
Mariana Pavan (GCF coordinator for Brazilian states) and Avi Mahaningtyas (GCF coordinator for
Indonesian provinces) then gave an overview of the GCF, including its members, organization, and
key activities—including workshops and meetings, building a common platform for subnational
REDD+ frameworks and an open database of information about GCF member activities on forests,
the GCF Fund, and efforts to involve stakeholders.
Alejandro Callejas from the Mexican State of Chiapas, the 2012 GCF Chair, offered a presentation of
the value of the GCF to Chiapas, including technical support to REDD+ initiatives and cooperation on
common goals. He also shared specific goals as the Chairman this year, including increasing support

for the “readiness phase” of REDD+ in member states, as well as Chiapas’ plans to host the GCF
annual meeting in San Cristobal de Las Casas in September 2012.
Iria Soto (CFTC) gave a presentation on the goals and mandate of the CFTC, technical capacities, and
examples of projects they have done in developing countries. The CFTC’s mission includes
contributing to “the rural development and the sustainable management of natural resources…
through research, training and transfer of technology…” CFTC has experience in a number of areas
including: remote sensing and GIS, wild fire management, bioenergy, hydrology, carbon monitoring,
forest policy/planning and rural development. It also has experience assisting tropical forest
countries on REDD+, and has already implemented projects in Panama (helping to establish a
deforestation baseline using satellite images) and is providing capacity building on carbon
quantification for a REDD+ pilot project in Nicaragua.
Susana Rivero Baughman (Catalonia, nrg4SD) and Nolwen Le Tallec (Aquitaine) presented together
on the orientation and goals of nrg4SD. In particular, Aquitaine is working to establish a new nrg4SD
working group on forests. Aquitaine also shared its experience in losing large areas of forest during a
2009 storm, and its current efforts to restore forests, in part through the creation of a carbon
crediting scheme to incentivize reforestation in the region.

After lunch, GCF representatives gave overviews of actions that member states and provinces are
taking to reduce deforestation in their states and provinces. This included presentations by:
 Madre de Dios (Andres Huby)
 Chiapas (Alejandro Callejas)
 Indonesian provinces (Avi Mahaningtyas)
 Brazilian states (Mariana Pavan)
 Cross River State was unable to attend, but provided a powerpoint presentation, which is
posted, along with others, on the GCF website.
These presentations highlighted needs of GCF members and potential areas of collaboration.
Opportunities for collaboration include technical assistance and capacity building in support of
REDD+ public agencies (e.g. the establishment of an environmental protection agency in Madre Dios)
or the establishment or improvement of carbon quantification and monitoring systems (Brazil,
Chiapas, Indonesia). Regions also expressed interest for private sector investment, either in REDD+
projects or sustainable forest management. GCF member states could formulate and present such
investment opportunities, while potential industrialized partner regions could help to facilitate
investment from private entities. Indonesian provinces also seek assistance in the development of
REDD+ strategies and operating systems. Brazilian states more explicitly listed technology transfer as

one of the priority areas (including bioenergy), while Chiapas mentioned a need for increased
stakeholder participation. There was also support for certification of timber and agricultural
commodities linked with trade and procurement.
Finally, participants had a useful discussion on what next steps might be taken – in particular to
develop more concrete collaboration. The meeting agreed that identification of concrete
opportunities to collaborate and invest is a condition for identifying funding opportunities. Possible
funding sources include international grant facilities, bilateral/national REDD+ support and finance,
as well as private sector investments.

Suggestions for concrete collaboration included:


The CTFC suggested that GCF members provide a concrete list of potential research or
technical needs that could form the basis of collaboration. European partners could then
see if any such programs might be appropriate to put forward as a joint proposal to potential
funders, or if they can fit into CTFC’s ongoing programs.



It was further suggested to scope and identify potential research institutions within GCF
member states/provinces that could partner with similar institutions in European
jurisdictions. Once these are identified, concrete proposals—particularly related to MRV,
forest/emissions monitoring, remote sensing and analysis—would need to be formulated for
joint research/technical collaboration.



Participants agreed that technical cooperation could form the basis of initial partnerships,
and that initiating such programs would be extremely useful to demonstrate new models of
cooperation for the GCF.



GCF members were further invited to identify REDD+ and other investment opportunities
that may attract private capital in addition to research grants.



Aquitaine is initiating a forest working group within the nrg4SD network and suggested that
once such a group is organized, potential areas of collaboration with the GCF should
continue to be discussed.



Nrg4SD further invited GCF members to participate in nrg4SD’s Rio+20 events.

Next steps:




GCF members are encouraged to:
- Identify potential partner research institutions within their jurisdictions
- Formulate concrete proposals of potential areas of collaboration, related to
o technical assistance needs
o collaboration in the area of research
o REDD+ projects that would benefit from private sector support
- Engage in a dialogue with interested European regions on concrete opportunities for
collaboration
European regions are encouraged to:
- Identify potential partner research institutions within their jurisdictions
- Present capacities (knowledge, expertise) to potential GCF partner regions
- Review proposals by GCF members

-

Evaluate political support for GCF membership



Climate Focus will work with the GCF secretariat to follow up with those entities—both GCF
members and European regions—that could not send a representative to the meeting, but
have signalled interest in subnational partnerships.



The formal joining of the GCF by Catalonia and other interested regions should be facilitated.

Note: Presentations given during the meeting will be posted to the GCF website as they are made available:
http://www.gcftaskforce.org/events - click on “GCF Secretariat Meetings” and find documents under
“Barcelona, Spain February 14, 2012 – GCF Meeting with European Subnational Entities on REDD+”

